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Your committee has met regularly every other month since the last AGM and in addition to 

conducting its normal business held some extended sessions to review its own role. We were 

represented at the Parish Assembly and at the fetes held in Burwash and in Burwash Weald. We 

now have an electronic virtual membership of nearly 200 but are well aware that this is only a 

small fraction of those registered with the practice and more particularly we lack 

representation from the young.  

We have sent representatives to various CCG events and have made known our views on the 

developing Better Together process, whose aim is to achieve much closer integration of health 

and social services. We are currently in dialogue with Adult Social Care about the delivery of 

district nursing in our area. 

After a review, we see our functions as providing an interface between the Practice and its 

patients; providing a voice for patients, acting as a critical friend to the Practice,  helping to 

stimulate discussion  of health issues; and acting as a stimulus and help in taking the Practice 

forward.  

We have contributed feedback ourselves and sought to provide a means for patients to 

comment on the Practice and its services. In particular we have commented on the new EMIS 

website for ordering medication and making appointments and helped develop a new 

complaints form. We conducted a second Dispensary questionnaire which highlighted a small 

number of issues. We gave our support to and helped promote the sessions conducted by 

Admiral Nurses in October. We have developed an informative leaflet on cancer screening and 

have promoted screening for abdominal aortic aneurysm. 

We are strongly supportive of moving more services, particularly diagnostic services, into the 

community, but are aware that this cannot be done successfully unless the rural GP practices 

work together more closely. We continue to discuss the possibility of developing pharmacy 

services, but acknowledge the practical and legal issues that make it difficult to move things 

forward. We now communicate regularly through the 2 Burwash Parish magazines and the 

Etchingham Parish magazine plus the Etchingham email as well as by e-mail to our own 

electronic members and intend to play a more active part in promoting health and well-being. 

Some of our members assisted at the flu clinics helping patients to use the new electronic 

signing-in process and promoting the PPG.  We have also contributed to the early discussions of 

the Steering Group on the Neighbourhood Plan. 

One of our members, Penny, facilitated a very generous gift to the Practice:  Stonegate 

AmDram, following their very successful production of Fiddler on the Roof, donated funding for 

a Spyrometer, vaccine fridge and electronic examination couch. 

We are grateful for the attendance at our meetings of Dr Thomas and Julie Watson, the Practice 

Manager, and for their openness in discussion and readiness to listen. We believe these regular 

interchanges have been mutually beneficial and helpful. 
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3 of our committee are retiring, Nesta Cook, Ivy Elsey and Leslie Elmslie and we wish to thank 

them all for their contribution, in particular Leslie who has been on the committee for a few 

years and a very active member who will be missed.  

Finally I would like to thank all members of my committee for their active contribution to our 

work, but in particular Claudette Neville who doubles as Vice Chairman and Secretary and is the 

real powerhouse in all that we do.   

John Barnes 
PPG Chairman  

 


